a 


THE LIBRARY FOR AMERICAN STUDIES IN ITALY 


1. 6,000 Volumes and Pamphlets. 6,000 carefully selected volumes and pamphlets 
covering every phase of American activity have been assembled. The greater number of these books 
have been purchased by the Trustees, who have been helped by gifts and liberal discounts from American 
publishers. 1,500 volumes are the gift of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace; 200 have 
been received from the American Library Association; 200 from the Library of Congress; smaller Bek aaces 
lots from the Library of Harvard University, the Wisconsin Historical Association, the Library of the | 
University of Illinois, the St. Louis Public Library, the Boston Atheneum, United States Government bee 
Departments, etc., and 50 volumes on medicine were left to the institution by the American Red Cross \ ; I Gat 
Tuberculosis Commission upon the latter’s departure from Italy. The Library contains only live 
material; place upon its shelves is allowed only to recent publications and standard works. SL. 

2. Complete Card Catalogue. A complete card catalogue of authors and subjects of? 
books in the Library, modelled upon the catalogue of the Library of Congress, has been prepared. 

3. Collection of Books on Italy. A smaller collection of books and pamphlets on 
Italy — principally on modern Italy — has been assembled, intended to stimulate the interest of 
American visitors. The collection includes important gifts from the Library of the Italian Chamber 


_of Deputies and the Italian Ministry of Public Instruction. 


4. Reading Room. A large reading room has been opened to the public, frequented by 
118 students in the month of February, 160 in March: This room has been handsomely furnished eC 
by Mrs. William H. Schofield in memory of her son, William H. Cheney, the first American aviator as 
to lose his-life in Italy. 
5. Periodical Room. A periodical room containing thirty of the most important American 
reviews and newspapers has been opened. The periodicals are all sent gratis by American editors. | 
6. Circulating Library. Books have been freely loaned to University students, men in am Py 
public life and journalists. | 
7. Bulletins. A series of Bulletins has been initiated, destined particularly for the use of 
American and Italian libraries and book-lovers. Bulletin No. 2, now in press, will be a list of 300 
of the more important books published upon. Italy’s part in, the Great War. Bulletin No. 3, in 
preparation, will be a list of 300 of the most important books, pamphlets and articles upon the United 
States published in the Italian language. 
8. Annual Book List. A list of 300 of the most important works published in Italy during 
the year is in preparation, to be issued in January, 1922. This includes works upon all subjects. 
9. Italian Journalists. Material has been furnished to Italian journalists, who have thus 
been able to send out more accurate and complete information upon the United States. Many art- 
icles written from this material are on file at the Library. 
10. Interest in American Life and Literature. Interest in American studies has been 
stimulated in university circles through contact ‘with the Library, with the result that for the first 
time since the days of Christopher Columbus an Italian university library (University of Rome) has 
begun to make considerable purchases of American books, with the purpose of making American studies 
possible for the students — as English, French and German studies have hitherto been possible. 
11. Theses for Doctorates. University students have been enabled to select American 
subjects in their work for doctorates. In the past this has been impossible for want of American books. 
12. Ktalian Biographies of Americans. Valuable assistance has been rendered by the 
Library in the preparation of the “ Americani Illustri,’ an important series of Italian biographies of 
American statesmen, men of letters and artists, of which six have already been published: JEFFERSON 
by Thomas Nelson Page; Lincotn by H. Nelson Gay; Grant by Owen Wister; WuitTIer by Barrett 
Wendell; Wurman by Harrison S. Morris; Loncrettow by Felix Schelling; others are in press. 
13. The Italian Encyclopedia. A table in the Library has been offered to, and accepted 
by, the Commission which has in charge the preparation of the proposed great Italian Encyclopedia 
in 24 volumes — an arrangement which will ensure the adequate treatment of American subjects. 
14. Monthly Assemblies. A monthly meeting has been held at the Library since its opening, 
largely attended by influential men of both countries, for the discussion of educational, economic and 
political topics. ‘ 
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